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Surveys

• Planning the use of lands or parcels requires that the 
land is surveyed

• A survey is strongly recommended before subdividing, 
improving, or building on land

• The survey provides certainty with an orderly and 
systematic identification of the location of boundaries

• Thus, land surveys are essential to the effective 
management and development of lands
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There are two types of survey:
1) Simple survey: 

• Measure of the dimensions of a particular area of the Earth's surface, including 
• horizontal distances, 
• directions, 
• angles, and 
• elevations 

• Can include man-made structures (e.g., roads, buildings)
• Can be used to make maps
• A good starting point for a land use plan
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There are two types of survey:
2) Legal survey 

• Can only be carried out by a licensed Canada Lands Surveyor 
• Used to determine external boundaries
• Results in a legal description used when issuing an interest in the land 

parcel
• Provides public records
• Registered in the Canada Lands Survey Records (CLSR)
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Survey Cost:
• The cost can be high and is determined by several factors:

• Research required
• Existence of previous survey work
• Location 
• Area to be covered
• Number of external and internal boundaries

• In the end, the cost is determined on a project-by-project basis 
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Survey Timing:
• Time of the year is a major factor
• Surveyors are busiest in the summer and fall months
• The duration for completing a survey can be several months

• Research
• Field work
• Reviews
• Approvals

• The process involves… 
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Survey Process:

First Nation (FN)

Canada Lands Surveyor (CLS)

Surveyor General Branch (SGB)

INAC

Complete an online custom 
checklist and submit survey returns 
to SGB (includes FN acceptance)

Perform regulatory 
review of survey plan

Plan meets standards and instructions 
and no critical errors?

YES

SGB issues survey 
instructions to CLS

CLS completes field survey 
project and drafts legal survey 

plan

Review survey plan with FN 
and gets FN's approval that 

final plan is acceptable

Address corrections

Ratification and Approval 
of final survey returns

Final plan recorded in Canada 
Lands Surveys Record 

Legal instrument 
registered in  

appropriate Lands 
Registries

Survey plan processed 
for recording

Sign final plan.
(If external boundary, INAC 

approves plan as well.) 

Need For Legal 
Survey

Send request for Survey Instructions and 
supporting documents listed to SGB through 
MyCLSS
- Permission letter from FN
- Sketch
- Document that survey plan is to support

• Consult with FN
• Research project
• Gather support documents

FN contacts CLS

Create  MyCLSS account to 
manage survey project 



THANK YOU

James Roach, MCIP, RPP
Land Use Planning Coordinator
Phone: 705-741-6941
Email: jroach@nalma.ca

Graeme Sandy
Survey Project Manager
Phone: 519-757-6881
Email: gsandy@nalma.ca
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